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William Ryan – Author Talk 
We were delighted to host our first author talk in Benson.  We had a wonderful 
evening listening to this superb author tell us all about how some long lost 
photos inspired his latest book The Constant Soldier. 

Local resident Andrew Rodulson was so moved by the book that he got in touch 
with William and you can hear from them both in a fascinating interview on BBC 
Radio Oxford here (at 1hr 30mins in): http://bbc.in/2l2Ev06

If you would like to hear when William Ryan’s next book is out, you can sign up 
to his mailing list here: https://www.william-ryan.com/newsletter/



The Future 

Dave Rushton summarized the current situation of Friends of Benson Library in 
his departing words at the AGM and in the Benson Bulletin.  He said that the 
Friends of Benson Library is at a crossroads, which it is.  Many of the trustees 
that saved the library from closure back in 2011 are still serving on the 
committee, but they want to hand over to a new and younger generation with 
fresh ideas and fresh perspective. We also urgently need helpers to run fund 
raising and library based events. Without these our current healthy bank 
balance will rapidly deplete to the point where we are unable to sustain our 
annual payment to the Oxford County Library Service (OCLS). 

Could this be you? Do you love books; do you have some spare time to 
volunteer for a great cause?  We have the following gaps to fill on our committee 
and team of helpers.   

• Event Organiser – Annual Grand Quiz Night. This is our main annual 
fundraising event, raising approximately £1,500. The Caterer and Quiz 
Master are already in place, as is a comprehensive checklist.  Lots of 
support and contacts will be given to the Organiser.

• Shadow Secretary – now to take over the role late this year. 

• Shadow Membership Secretary – now to take over the role late this year. 

• Sponsorship/Grants/Fundraising Officer – required now 

• National Libraries Week Promotor – required now 

These roles will be advertised more widely on a charitable volunteer jobs page, 
but before we do, if you think you can help or would like some more information 
we’d love to hear from you. Just get in touch with me Anna Malkin at 
aamalkin@outlook.com, our Secretary, George Verdon at 
secretaryfobl@gmail.com or send a message on the Friends of Benson Library 
facebook page https://www.facebook.com/SaveBensonLibrary/

Members & Non Members Appeal 

We currently have 225 members (those who paid a one-off ‘life membership’ of 
£10) and 237 who signed up to support FOBL and receive emails. Of our 
members we have 16 who currently make an annual or monthly Direct Debit or 
Standing Order donation which contributes £1,400 to our annual fundraising. 



This is an amazing achievement, given this is only generated from 16 people. 
However, this level of funding is not guaranteed. We would very much like to see 
our members contributing a small sum of money each year. If each of our 225 
members were to contribute just £1 a month or £12 a year this would raise an 
additional £2,700 per year which is over half of the £5,000 that we have to raise 
every year under our partnership agreement with Oxfordshire County Library 
Services. 

Equally, we would like to encourage all our email supporters to become 
members which would raise an additional £2370 and in time you too might like 
to make an annual contribution as well.  

A Membership Form is attached which now includes the ability to pay by bank 
transfer.  In completing the form, please consider the option of making a regular 
annual or monthly donation in addition to your membership fee. It really will 
make a massive difference – it will reduce the pressure to run fund raising 
events. Should you wish to do so please email our Membership Secretary at 
secretaryfobl@gmail.com.  Or you can use the bank details on the membership 
form to set up your own regular bank transfer. 

Benson Library Manager Book Fund 

Until recent years the Oxfordshire County Library Service allocated annually in 
the region of £1,000 to Hilary to buy new books for her library based on the 
knowledge of her customers and popular books the library might not otherwise 
stock.  Sadly, due to library cuts this fund has dwindled to zero for the last year. 

Friends of Benson Library are delighted to be able to donate £500 to Benson 
Library for new books. Hopefully we will all benefit from this very soon. 

Village Liaison Coordinator 

There were a number of ideas from members at the AGM in January, one of 
which was to recruit village representatives or ambassadors to cascade and 
communicate news to the surrounding villages.  Kirstie Scott, trustee and 
committee member is our new Coordinator and is building up a list of contacts. 
The villages for which we require ambassadors are:  

• Ewelme:   Kirstie Scott  
• Preston Crowmarsh:   Dave Rushton 
• Roke & Rokemarsh:   Robert James 
• Shillingford & Warborough: ?  
• Cholsey:  ? 
• Chalgrove:  ? 



• Brightwell Baldwin:  ? 
• Any other areas welcome: 

If you can help, please contact us at secretaryfobl@gmail.com

Book Bags 

Have you seen our new FOBL bunny book bags?  

For a small donation to cover costs (£3 or more) 
you can pick one up from the library. 

Dates for your Diary 

• Cake Stall   Saturday 13 May  Bob’s Corner 
• Mikron Theatre   Tuesday 1 August Waterfront Café 
• Annual Grand Supper & Quiz Thursday 24 Nov Parish Hall 

(Event organizer required for this event to go ahead!) 
• National Libraries Week  9-14 Oct. 

Family History 

Are you interested in finding out how to get started on tracing your family 
history? Your local library is a good place to begin. Or have you got stuck on a 
particularly tricky ancestor? Then come along to Benson Library on the second 
Thursday or every month from 6pm. Our friendly volunteers will be happy to try 
and help out. 

Did you know the library has membership to Ancestry.co.uk so you can use it for 
free in the library – normally individual membership is from £10.99 per month or 
£95.99 per year! 



FOBL 100 Club Draw 

Good luck to everyone in the FOBL 100 Club. The first draw for 2017 will be 1st

March the prizes for which are: 

1st Prize £123.00 
2nd Prize £61.00 
3rd Prize £46.00 

Individual winners will be notified and the results will be published in the Benson 
Bulletin. 

FOBL Trustee News 

At our last trustees/committee meeting it was agreed that the trustees and 
committee would explore two options for expanding the Library to cater for the 
new housing plans. One is to expand the current site and a second option is to 
sell the current site and use the funds to build a new library alongside other 
community facilities at Sunnyside or appropriate site in the village. 

We have expressed our interest to the Neighbourhood Plan and Benson Parish 
Council to ensure a coordinated approach from stakeholders is represented to 
the Council. Please note we will be seeking their full support before we submit 
any formal proposal in writing to the Oxfordshire County Library Services. 

From the Chair 

I would like to thank many of you for your kind words of support and 
encouragement as I take up chair of FOBL.  My main aim is to find the next 
generation of new people to take FOBL along its journey.  Many of the key 
trustees have all indicated that they wish to find successors to take on their roles 
in the near future. 

If you haven’t volunteered before, it’s a great opportunity to develop your skills 
while doing something for a good cause why not get in touch with me.  We can 
offer support while you learn the ropes.   

Anna Malkin 

Follow us on facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SaveBensonLibrary/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/bensonlibrary?lang=en-gb
Website: https://fobl.site/


