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Fundraising & Events 

Co-op Community Fund 
We are delighted that the Co-op have chosen the Friends of Benson Library as one of their three local 
organisations that their members can choose Co-op to support. 

The Co-op will donate 1% of what members spend at the Co-op, but members must choose which 
charity they wish the Co-op to support, it won’t happen automatically.  (This is separate from the 
loyalty points members earn and can spend in store as they wish). 

If you shop at the Co-op then it’s worth registering for both loyalty points and for them to make a 
donation of 1% on everything you spend. 

You can do this via their homepage at https://www.co-operative.coop/ and follow the link to choose a 
local charity. You will need to register if you are not already registered online. 

(Sorry we can’t share the direct link, because you do need to have registered with a log in to get to the 
community fund pages). 

The fund runs until 26 October 2019, so the sooner you register your choice the more we can raise! 

You can keep track of the total donations and your own contribution on the website. 

Please choose FOBL, or if you have already, thank you! And please share with your friends and 
neighbours! 



(this is what the website pages look like) 

FOBL 100 Club December 2018 Draw

The winners of the September draw are: 

1st     Ian Leppard                     £73 
2nd   Joan O’Connor  £44 
3rd     Graham Pape  £32 
4th     Sally Cotton               £22 

Winners have been notified and the results will be published in the Benson Bulletin. 

Annual Quiz and Supper Night 

A huge thank you to everyone who joined and helped at our annual quiz and supper night on 23rd

November – we raised a whopping £1800 or thereabouts, pending final counting. 

A massive round of applause to John Murphy for the catering and many other arrangements, and to his 
team of helpers who made this all happen.  



Incredible Edibles 

Sustainable Wallingford have teamed up with Friends of Benson Library to start up Incredible Edibles at 
Benson Library, to grow free food for the community to help themselves. 

Incredible Edible https://www.incredibleedible.org.uk/ is a movement that started in Yorkshire and is 
growing fast across the world. It uses pieces of unloved or unused public land to plant free food for the 
community to help themselves, with a sign “Pick me when I’m ready”. 

With the fantastic help of the local Scouts, the first stage of clearing and preparing the ground has 
taken place. 

The Libraries and the County Council are keen to engage the wider community to raise awareness of 
growing, and providing therapeutic outdoor exercise, as well as enhancing the Library’s appearance and 
extending its activities. 

If you want to get involved please email sw@sustainablewallingford.org or visit 
www.sustainablewallingford.org



In the Library 

A sense of community… 

Huge thanks to Richard Irwin for arranging the red, white and blue planting plan for the 100 year 
Remembrance Day Parade. The Library displays were fantastic too this year, with poppies knitted by the 
Library’s knit and natter group, the frieze by Anona Hewitt and the planes which were made from 
scratch by the late Mr Peter Horner, who we also remember with fondness. 

Volunteering in the Library 

Volunteering at Benson Library is rewarding and sociable – have a look at 
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/volunteering-oxfordshire-libraries and complete the 
online form. 



FOBL Book Funded Books 
Here are some of the latest new books just 

for Benson Library    � � � �

� all your favourites carefully chosen by 
Hilary for you. 

Read to Recovery 

“I’d like to give a particular shout-out to 
Benson Library who had the most friendly 
staff I’ve ever encountered” 

Thank you to Read To Recovery for a special 
mention in your blog “Getting out of the 
house – libraries to the rescue” 
https://readtorecovery.home.blog/blog/

What a great read, I’m sure this will inspire 

many, thank you �



Merchandise 

Our Benson Bunny on book bags, tea 
towels, pencils, erasers and sharpeners, all 
at a very reasonable price and raising funds 
for our library! All available to purchase in 
Benson Library. 

Book bag £3 minimum donation 
Bunny £3 minimum donation 
Large tea towel £5 or two for £8 
Pack of two pencils, eraser and pencil 
sharpener £3 

How Public Libraries Make Lives Better 

1. There wasn’t any pressure to socialize or talk to anyone, I could just sit in silence and read a book. 
2. I’m learning a new language, and without the library this would have been really expensive. 
3. Books helped me feel a little less lonely. When I started to homeschool I would pick out 25 books 

and devour them over the next few weeks.  
4. Books brought me knowledge and help me develop writing skills. 
5. My parents could never afford to buy me all the books I wanted to read. 
6. It’s worth making the trip. 
7. I would go to the library to research colleges and eventually apply for them. 
8. Because of my local library, I’ll be attending a Master’s course. 
9. I love being able to check our DVDs, and new games. 
10. I can download all the audiobooks I want, which is great for all the driving I do. 
11. Reading helped me lower my stress levels, focus on something else, and escape for a little bit. 
12. I’ve begun to meet and talk to other carers and make new friends. 
13. If I couldn’t feed my bank account, then I could feed my mind. 
14. I’m dyslexic and needed extra help to read, and now I love learning, which is the greatest gift I 

could possibly have received. 
15. It’s a neutral place for learning. 
16. I am inspired to write. 
17. I met my boyfriend at the library! 
18. They try to get books in for me that I’m interested in. 
19. There’s always new things to discover at the library. 
20. It gave me friends. 
21. It’s a free place to take the kids and feel like part of the community.

https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/ariannarebolini/how-public-libraries-make-your-life-better



Regular Library Groups 

Knit ‘n’ Natter 
Every 1st Tuesday of the month from 2pm. Bring your knitting or crochet along to the friendly knitting 
group, and enjoy a friendly chat and a cuppa. 

Carers’ Coffee Morning 
Every 1st Friday of the month at 10.30 – 12noon. All carers welcome. Join others for a cuppa and a chat 
with fellow carers who are caring for someone with a long term illness or elderly. 

Rhymetime 
This popular session is now on twice a month, every 2nd Tuesday and every last Friday of the month at 
10am followed by a coffee morning for parents and carers. Come along and sign songs and rhymes 
with us. Free for the under 5’s accompanied by an adult. Followed by coffee morning for parents and 
carers. 

Family History Group 
Every 2nd Thursday of the month at 6pm. Help available for total beginners to get you started. Friendly 
advice and help for the keen enthusiast. 

The library has membership to Ancestry.co.uk so you can use it for free in the library – normally 
individual membership is from £10.99/mnth or £95.99/year! 

Reading Group 
Every 3rd Thursday of the month at 6pm. There are a couple of vacancies if you want to join. 

IT/Gadget drop in with AgeUK 
Currently suspended, but would be every 2nd and 4th Tuesday from 2pm. This is a bookable event, and 
to find out more or book please call Bob from AgeUK on 07827 235403. 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/benson-library



How to get the most out of your library 

You can sign up to the useful e-newsletter from Oxfordshire County Library Services including 
information on new books, events and all their latest digital resources at the libraries that you would 

otherwise have to pay for. Just sign up here link or here http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries.  

Benson Library has thousands of ebooks and 
audio books? You can borrow them instantly 
for free. Fish out your library card, open the 
Libby app, find your local library and search, 
sample, borrow, enjoy… 

The Oxfordshire Libraries app allows you to manage 
your account, search the catalogue, renew and 
reserve books. 

From the Chair – John Murphy 

The work on the Library frontage is now underway. We plan to put in a Christmas tree this year as a 
token of better things to come. I’d like to particularly to thank the Benson Scouts who were absolutely 
marvelous and worked so hard on what was luckily a fine Saturday afternoon. I’d also particularly like 
to thank our Secretary Barry O’Connor who brought us together with the Scouts and has given this 
project his help and heft!  

We had a good number – over 110 - at the Quiz. Here I’d like to make mention of Quizmaster Geoff 
Watts. We are all very grateful for all his hard work and good humour. He gave us a fun night that 
illuminated the dark regions of general knowledge lost or forgotten and in which quest needless to say 
some bright sparks shone to great effect and others like me only flickered occasionally. All those who 
helped - and not least our outgoing Treasurer George Verdon – helped make the evening special. We 
owe them all a debt of thanks. I’ve already booked next year’s Quiz event for 29th November 2019 so 
those of you who keep diaries in an orderly fashion can put in a date with FoBL.  

In the New Year we hope to start finalising our plans for the future and our program of events in the 
New Year. Please remember if you’re a Co-op member to designate us as your local charity and help us 
raise some much-needed additional funds.  

Finally, on behalf of the Trustees I’d like to wish each and everyone a most blest Christmas and may the 
New Year bring you peace, joy and hope in abundant and equal measure.  

John 



Who’s Who https://fobl.site/whos-who/
John Murphy, Chair and Library Volunteers 
Barry O’Connor, Secretary 
George Verdon, Treasurer 
Jack Randell, Shadow Treasurer 
Kirstie Scott, General Trustee 
Anna Malkin, Membership, Communications & Newsletter (send content to aamalkin@outlook.com)  

Keep up to date with what’s happening…https://fobl.site/how-you-can-help/
Follow us on facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SaveBensonLibrary/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/bensonlibrary?lang=en-gb
Website: https://fobl.site/


